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MINUTES
The meeting was attended by experts from Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic,
Croatia, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland,
Nonvay, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Sweden and the United Kindom. In Addition
to these 17 European countries, the European Cornmission (EC) and the Forest
Intensive Monitoring Co-ordinating Centre (FIMCI) were represented (see List of
Participants, Annex I).
Opening and welcome; adoption of the agenda
The meeting was opened and the participants were welcomed by the Chairman of the
Forest Foliar Expert Panel, Mr. Klaus Stefan. He presented the agenda of the meeting,
and the proposed agenda (Annex 11) was adopted.
Item 1. Level I and I1 monitoring
Updated manual
The chairman of the meeting presented a new version of the foliar submanual. He
pointed out there are only a few changes to the analytical section. Dr. Bartels
presented the background to the revisions. He pointed out that the results of the 31d
needlelleaf inter-laboratory test indicated some Progress, but there are still some
problems. For instance, the large number of analytical methods represents a risk for
the quality of the European-wide monitoring programme. For this reason, the Foliar
Expert Panel meeting held in Vienna 1998 concluded that further success in analytical
quality and inter-compatibility of the results presupposes intense harmony among the
permitted techniques. At the meeting in Vienna Mr. Fürst and Dr. Bartels were asked
to revise the old submanual on the basis of the methods used by the so-called
"satisfactory laboratories". The results of these laboratories have been within tolerable
limits in the last two ring tests. Dr. Bartels also pointed out that this version can only
be an intermediate step. There is still a rather wide range of permitted methods. After
receiving the results of the 4Ihring test we will again have to reduce the number of
permitted analytical methods.
The Foliar Expert Panel pointed out that it would be possible and useful to record
additional information about discoloration and symptoms of different diseases and
insect attacks on the needlelleaf samples. This should be taken into consideration by
both the Crown Condition and Foliar Expert Panels in the near future.

