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Guide for CRUISE Users  
 

1. Introduction 
This guide aims to explain how to operate the CRUISE database as a user. While 
trying to be as comprehensive as possible, this guide may still not cover all areas of 
use in great detail. If you need additional help understanding a feature of the 
database, please feel free to contact the administrator (Contact information: 
Andreas Pichler, +43-1-71100-7252, andreas.pichler@lebensministerium.at).  

 

1.1 User Groups 
There are two different groups of CRUISE users. The group characterised as 
„users“ are able to access, read and export selected data records without login. 
This database user group will find the detailed necessary instructions in 
this manual. “Users” may start a search/analysis immediately, without needing to 
read through the manual for CRUISE “editors”. 
 
The “Guide for CRUISE Editors” details the necessary instructions for using 
the database as an “editor”. The group defined as „editors“ holds writing and 
reading rights. After successful login, they may enter, change or delete their own 
data.  
 
 

2. Using CRUISE – as a User 
 
In order to use CRUISE as a user, you do not need to log in. The following menu 
items are available for the user on the navigation bar at the left side:  
 

• Search 
• Analysing section 
• Term catalogue 
• Map 

 
They may be selected by single left mouse button click. 
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3. Search 
 
The search function of the CRUISE database is available in its entirety for both user 
groups. Any search can be run using filters and full text search. 
 
With the search function you can run both general and refined search for: 
 

 FRM research programmes 
 FRM research projects 
 FRM funding bodies 
 Organisations concerned with FRM research 

 
by clicking on any of them (FRM is the acronym for “Flood Risk Management”). 
After selecting one of these items of the sub-menu, all other will be visible as of 
this moment in the header. From here, they may be selected by mouse click in 
order to allow for easy changing back and forth between the various areas of the 
sub-menu. The selected area is shown in highlighted background colour in the 
header.  
 
There are several ways to refine the search. This will be explained in detail on the 
following pages. It is important to start every search by pressing the search button.  
 
 

3.1 General guidelines for searching and exporting search 
data 
 
These guidelines apply to all of the search result windows in CRUISE: 
 

1) The previous page can be accessed by clicking on „BACK“, on the top left 
hand side of the window at all times.  

2) On the top right hand side of the search result list there is a button in the 
shape of a small notepad which can be used to display the result list in CSV 
format. This can be opened in MS Excel. 

3) An export of search results directly into MS Word, MS Excel and as CSV 
format is possible using the following buttons. 

 
 

With the „Open a new window“ button the search result will be 
displayed in a separate window. If you print it using the “PRINT” command 
from the computer menu you will get a print out of the search result 
covering the whole page without CRUISE screen mask.  

4) In case of the „Country“ option in the submenus, the subdivision of United 
Kingdom into four detailed divisions is a special case. This was required 
because UK - England and UK - Scotland are independent project partners in 
the CRUE ERA-Net project and the input of information into the database 
has to be made separately by the project partners. 

5) In order to start another search, all options must be reset with the “RESET” 
button as otherwise errors might occur. 

6) Underlined Text can be clicked on to get further information. 
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3.2. Full database text search  
 
On the navigation bar, you are able to make a „Full text search“. If you click on 
this field you can enter the title of the searched programme or parts of it. The 
search will start after clicking the “Start search” button below the text box. 
 
When entering search terms in „Full text search“ the whole database will be 
searched. The results can be retrieved by pressing the following buttons: 
“PROGRAMMES”, “PROJECTS”, “ORGANISATIONS”, “RESEARCH UNITS” or 
“DOCUMENTS” (in the top line of the window “DISPLAYING RESULTS”).  
Click on the “SEARCH” button to get back to the start of the search.  

3.3. Searching for FRM research programmes 
 
When clicking the “SEARCH” button without selecting one of the filters, all research 
programmes stored in CRUISE will be listed alphabetically (Fig. 1). In the first line, 
the number of all stored programmes is shown. By clicking a programme, this can 
be opened to view the details.  
By clicking on the result of „Programme Owner“, „Programme Manager“, 
„Programme website“ and „Projects funded“, further pages can be opened provided 
that data is available.  
Under the item „Projects funded“, a list of programme-related projects will appear if 
added by the individual editor of the programme. It may occur that at the moment 
of the search only the number of projects but no further project details were 
known. In these cases the search result is: „not applicable“. If more information on 
the project is available, click on the appropriate project in the list to open it.  
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(Figure 1) 
 
If an individual programme is opened by mouse click additional information will 
appear. The first prompt is arranged by themes, such as: Info, Design, 
Management, Outcome or Dissemination. These buttons have a colour background. 
Only the activated button is white.  
 
In the „Info“ section the result for „Programme Owner“, „Programme 
Manager“ and „Projects funded“ can be clicked and viewed individually. 
This will display more information about these items. These pages also contain an 
active link to the Homepage of Programme Owner and Programme Manager. The 
first info page is directly linked to the project website, provided it is available.  
It is also possible to provide a total view of the above mentioned five information 
areas with the “PREVIEW ALL” button. The full view function allows you to execute 
any search action as described before.  
 
Filters 
 
In order to narrow down the search for programmes, various options are available 
from drop-down menus. You can use the following sub-menus to filter search 
results:  
 

• Keywords 
• Programme status 
• Organisation type 
• Country 
• Programme owner 
• Kind of programme 
• Programme start 
• Programme end 
• Eligible for transnational funding 
• FRM is key part of the programme 
 

Each of these filters offers a number of options which are available after clicking on 
the arrow associated with the term on the screen.  
 
The „Programme owner“ pull-down list is arranged by country and in alphabetical 
order. The arrangement of „Programme owner“ of the individual countries was also 
made in alphabetical order. 
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3.4 Searching for FRM research projects 
 
If no filters are entered and the search button is clicked, all stored research 
projects will be listed in alphabetical order (Fig. 2). In the first line, the number of 
all stored projects is shown. 
  

 
(Figure 2) 
 
Every single project can be opened by single mouse click in order to get more 
information about this project. In the search result module „Info” information on 
Objectives, Contractor, Project website is inserted. A link to the project website is 
integrated into this page.  
 
Other sections of the search result are: „Additional”, “Documents”, “Dissemination”. 
A full view with the “PREVIEW ALL” button is possible. The individual buttons have 
colour backgrounds. Only the active button is white.  
 
More detailed information is available if the text changes into red when touched 
with the mouse cursor or the mouse pointer changes into a hand.  

The   button allows you to view „Google Map“ to get an overview of the 
project areas. By selecting an option on top of the window the figure can be 
underlayed with a map, a satellite picture or a relief map. All projects are 
highlighted by a marker. 
 
If many projects have been conducted in an area it is better to enlarge the map. 
For this purpose, at the top left edge of the picture, there is a map zoom function 
and arrows which facilitate the navigation. It is possible to move the mouse cursor 
directly to the map and to drag the map while holding down the left mouse key. In  
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the centre of the navigation arrows, there is a button which leads back to the map 
view at full-scale.  
If you want to get details about the individual projects you may click on a marker, 
the name of the project will appear in the form of a bubble, together with an 
internal link leading to the project description in CRUISE, as will an external link 
leading to the homepage of the project.  
 
Project locations which have a „Geographic Identifier“ (for example: name of the 
catchment area / river) can be found directly by means of a search function 
integrated into „Google Map“. For this purpose, only copy and paste the name of 
the „Geographic Identifier“ into the text box of the search function at the lower 
edge of the map. After clicking the “SEARCH” button it will be zoomed directly to 
the project site.  
 
Filters 
 
To accelerate the search for projects, various options are provided through pull-
down menus narrowing the search. You can search by: 
 

• Text 
• Keywords 
• Type of project 
• Kind of project 
• Part of programme 
• Funding body category 
• Country 
• Duration, from 
• To 
• Has geografic identifier 

 
Some of the filters offer a variety of options which are not visible immediately when 
opening the window. If the window is too small these are shown by scrolling down 
between the arrows.  
The „Text“ option is the only one which has no pull-down menu. Here you can 
insert the whole title or parts of it. The „Part of programme“ pull-down list is 
arranged by country and in alphabetical order. The programmes belonging to a 
country are listed in alphabetical order.  

3.5 Searching for FRM funding bodies 
 
If no filters are set and the “SEARCH” button is clicked, all saved funding bodies are 
listed (Fig. 3). The list is arranged in alphabetical order by country code, and within 
each country again in alphabetical order.  
In the first line of the search result the total number of saved funding bodies is 
shown.  
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(Figure 3) 
 
Each new funding body can be opened by simple mouse click in order to get further 
information. 
 
Detailed information within the four result menu items is available provided the text 
is underlined or when the mouse pointer changes into a hand. This can be clicked in 
order to get additional information.  
 
Filters 
 
In order to accelerate the search for funding bodies, various options have drop-
down menus to narrow the search. You can search by:  
 

• Organisation type 
• Country 
• Programme Owner 
• Programme Manager 
 

Some of the filters offer a variety of options visible immediately after opening the 
window. If the scroll window, which opens when clicking on the arrow keys on the 
right hand side, is too small, just move the ruler between the arrows downwards to 
display it. 
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3.6. Searching for organisations concerned with FRM 
research (research units) 
 
If no filters are set and the “SEARCH” button is clicked, all saved research units are 
listed (Fig. 4). The list is arranged in alphabetical order by country code, and within 
each country again in alphabetical order.  
 
In the first line of the search result the total number of saved organisations is 
shown. 
 

 
 
(Figure 4) 
 
Each individual organisation can be opened by single mouse click, in order to get 
further information about this institution. 
 
Detailed information within the four results is available provided the text is 
underlined or when the mouse pointer changes into a hand. This can be clicked in 
order to get additional information. 
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Filters 
 
In order to accelerate the search for research institutes, there are drop-down 
menus allowing you to narrow the search. You can search by:  
 

• Organisation type 
• Country 
• Programme management tasks 

 
Some of the filters offer a variety of options visible immediately after opening the 
window. If the scroll window, which opens when clicking on the arrow keys on the 
right hand side, is too small, just move the ruler between the arrows downwards to 
display it.  
 
„Research Networks“ can be found after clicking on „Organisation Type“ in the 
pull-down menu and pressing the “SEARCH” button afterwards. 
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4. Analysing Section 
 
In this section, several quick analyses of research programme and project items 
may be made: 
 

• Funding arrangements 
• Programme budget 
• Funding distribution 
• Research compass 

 
In order to access to the individual categories, click on the corresponding term.  
 

4.1 General guidelines for using the analysing section 
 

a) You may export analysing result lists in CSV format by using the note pad 
button in the top right corner of each window. 

b) To return to the beginning of the analysing section, click ‘Analysing section’ 
on the left hand navigation bar.  

 

4.2 Funding arrangements 
 
The upper section of the figure provides an overview of the funding 
schemes of all programmes entered into CRUISE. It shows the percentage 
distribution of research support allocated by the individual funding bodies.  
 
Below, the number of the research funding bodies can be retrieved by 
country. For this purpose, search for the country from a pull down list and press 
the “SET” button.  
 

4.3 Programme budget 
 
This section provides an overview of the budget of all programmes 
conducted within the frame of ERA-Net CRUE: the total budget, the annual 
budget and the joint budget.   
 
Furthermore, it shows you the proportion of the total programme budget broken 
down into the respective funding bodies.  
In addition, it is possible to retrieve the total and annual budgets of each 
participating country in the frame of ERA-Net CRUE by pressing the “SET” button 
after having chosen a country from the pull-down list.  
 

4.4 Funding distribution 
 
The diagram shows the distribution of the total flood-related programme 
budget to a respective research category across Europe.  
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For countries for which detailed information is available it is possible to evaluate the 
percentage distribution for the individual research category.  
Country selection is made by pressing the “SET” button after having chosen a 
country from the pull-down list.  
 

4.5 Research compass 
 
The "CRUISE Research Compass" allows a quick analysis of the research 
work assigned to a respective CRUISE framework class. For this purpose, 
CRUE has introduced his own research-related sequence of Flood Risk Management 
issues. 
You can either include data in your analysis for a specific year (by using the 
checkbox, please remember to click on the “SET” button) or for all the years for 
which data are available in CRUISE.  
 
The result of the analysis can be separated into "keyword classes" (according to the 
sequence of FRM issues outlined in the Term catalogue, the colours of the different 
titles show the structure of the Term catalogue) or "keyword terms". The result on 
"keyword classes" shows the percentage of research contributing to each of the 
CRUE sequence of FRM issues-classes over a given period of time (e.g. <2008 
include the time period from 1990 up to 2008). 
 
 

5. Term Catalogue 
 
FRM includes a large number of terms. These were systematically allocated to 
„CRUISE framework classes” and provided with definitions in the „Term catalogue“ 
of the database (Figure 5). 
 
The definition of the terms can be accessed either by clicking on the terms 
following the paths shown below (for more clarity, the three main groups are 
included with their respective subgroups) or by entering a search term in the 
„Catalogue“ text box. 
 
Risk determination 
 Risk Analysis 
  Hazard Analysis and Risk Mapping 
  Vulnerability Analysis 
 Risk Assessment and Evaluation 
  Social and economic risk assessment 
  Risk Awareness and Perception 
 
Risk Management and Risk reduction 
 Pre-Flood Measures 
  Prevention 
  Protection 
  Preparedness 
  Integrated Catchment Management 
 Flood Event Management 
  Emergency Response 
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  Provisional Recondition 
 
Recovery and Lessons learned 
 Recovery 
 Lessons learned 
 
Pressing ‘BACKSPACE’ will take you back through the groups step by step. 
 
If you use the free-text input to search for a definition, you can either type the 
whole term or only the first letter. After pressing the “SEARCH” button, either the 
term itself or one or more related terms will appear. The definition of the term 
appears by clicking on the last match.  
 
Clicking the “CATALOGUE” button will return to the first window of the „Term 
catalogue“. Click “CLOSE” to get back to the homepage of the database. 
 

 
 
(Figure 5) 
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6. Map 
 

The   button allows you to view „Google Map“ to get an overview of the 
project areas. By selecting an option on top of the window, the figure can be 
underlayed with a map, a satellite picture or a relief map. All projects are 
highlighted by a marker. 
 
If many projects have been conducted in an area, it is better to enlarge the map. 
For this purpose, at the left edge on top of the picture, there is map zoom function 
and arrows which facilitate navigation. It is possible to drag the map while holding 
down the left mouse button. In the centre of the navigation arrows, there is a 
button which returns to full-scale map view.  
To get details about individual projects, click on a marker. The name of the project 
will appear as a bubble, together with an internal link leading to the project 
description in CRUISE and an external link leading to the homepage of the project.  
 
Project locations which have a „Geographic Identifier“ (for example: name of the 
catchment area / river) can be found directly by means of a search function 
integrated into „Google Map“. For this purpose, copy and paste the name of the 
„Geographic Identifier“ into the text box of the search function at the lower edge of 
the map. After pressing the “SEARCH” button, it will be zoomed directly to the 
project site.  

 


