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Dangerous Citrus Longhorned Beetle Imported into Germany - Infestation Feared also in
Austria

Ute Hoyer-Tomiczek

In Germany the quarantine pest Citrus Longhorned Beetle (Anoplophora chinensis, CLB) gives rise to concern: A big
supermarket chain sold more than 100.000 potted fan-maples (Acer palmatum) in May 2008, of which a large section was
infested by the Citrus Longhorned Beetle. The same supermarket chain also sold such plants in Austria. All over Germany
several cases of such introduced beetles are known so far.

Bark Beetle Prophylaxis after Wind throw in the Spring Water Protection Area Wildalpen
(Styria)

Christian Tomiczek

In January 2007 about 40.000 cubic meters of Norway spruce (Picea abies) were thrown by storm in a spring water protection
area. As there was no chance to get the wind thrown timber out of the area and bark beetle problems were suspected, it was
decided to remove all bark as fast as possible from the logs using bark planes.
A study carried out by the Department of Forest Protection showed clearly, that even very small pieces of bark (2-3 cm wide
and 50 cm long) enable the spruce bark beetle (Ips typographus) to breed successfully.

Suitability of Pheromone Traps for Bark Beetle Management in a Five-year Endurance
Experiment

Andreas Pfister and Wolfgang Hueber

The outcome of a five-year experiment, in which trap trees are replaced by pheromone trap systems, is presented: No
concentration of new infestation in the vicinity of stands with pheromone traps could be assessed. Capture rates of
pheromone traps were comparable to the capacity of trap trees, used in a usual amount for infested stands with similar size.
The increase of traps and pheromone amount could not raise the total capture rate. However, the application of pheromone
traps did not have any verifiable influence on the amount of damage caused by bark beetles.

Insecticides against Bark Beetles approved in Germany

Cornelia Triebenbacher and Thomas Immler

A plant protection agent may be used in Germany only if its use is approved by the Federal Office for Consumer Protection
and Food Security in Brunswick. For the forest, the approved pesticides are published once a year in the Register of Plant
Protecting Agents for the Forest. In Germany, most insecticides are used to combat spruce bark beetle. The insecticides must
be applied according to the Principles of Integrated Pest Management and Provisions for Approval.

Insecticides against Bark Beetles approved in Austria

Bernhard Perny

Insecticides play a minor role in plant protection in Austrian Forests. Severe calamities can be responsible for the use of
insecticides against bark beetles. All agents registered in Austria are sufficient enough to protect timber during a transport
delay of some weeks as well as logs left in the stands, where only one generation of beetles is expected. In compliance with
safety instructions and recommendations for use, a successful, safe and environmentally compatible application of pyretroids
against bark beetle is feasible.

Frequent Occurrence of the Small Eggar in Eastern and South-eastern Bavaria in Recent Years

Olaf Schmidt

The small eggar (Eriogaster lanestris L.) is a hairy butterfly of the lappet moth or tent caterpillar group (Lasiocampidae). In
recent years, mass occurrences of this insect on lime trees in avenues was reported to the Bavarian Institute of Forestry. The
occurrence of this butterfly is very visible because of the large, sack-like cocoons in the crowns of affected trees. The eggar is
a polyphagous caterpillar and occurs also on willows, sloes, rose bushes and birches.

Seldom red belt damage on conifers in Lower Austria

Christian Tomiczek



In spring 2008, in different places in Lower Austria a striking discolouration of spruce, pine and fir could be observed. The
phenomenon occurred mostly in a very narrow belt between 600 - 1.000 metres mainly on sunny mountain slopes. All age
classes were affected more or less to the same extent, but Norway spruce showed more striking symptoms than other
conifers. In January and February 2008 the average temperature was more than 4.5 °C above the long term average. It is
believed, that due to warm weather periods during January and February the frost hardiness of the conifers was lowered and
the fast change of warm and cold temperatures led to frost damage in these forest areas. The phenomenon is well known and
described in USA and Scandinavia as red belt, but rather seldom so far in Austria. It is quite unclear, what will happen with
the damaged stands, especially in view of existing bark beetle problems.

Phytopathological Notes from Austria 2008

Thomas L. Cech

Short reports on new or unusual fungal diseases on forest trees in Austria are provided for 2008:
Crown thinning of Linden (Tilia sp.) associated with extensive fruiting of Stigmina pulvinata, was recorded on several sites in
Austria. The phenomenon had been common in 2006, whereas in 2007 it was not observed. Blight of Port Orford Cedar
(Chamaecyparis lawsoniana), associated with twig cankers of Stigmina thujina was recorded originally in 2002 on a few sites
in the town of Salzburg and in 2006 also in Croatia. In 2008 several additional outbreaks have been registered in Salzburg.
Moreover, the disease was also found on a large false cypress in Styria. High moisture as a probable predisposing
microclimatic factor as well as the quarantine state of Stigmina thujina are discussed.
Eutypella parasitica, an agent of maple canker originally from North America, was identified on one site in Lower Austria in
2006. In 2008 all maples (Acer pseudoplatanus and A. platanoides) up to a distance of one kilometre from the original
infected two trees were checked for stem cankers: only two more maples with Eutypella-cankers within 50 m distance were
recorded. Purplish-red spots on leaves of Prunus padus, caused by the spruce cone rust Pucciniastrum areolatum (Syn.
Thekopsora areolata) are usually low in number and rarely resulting in shedding of leaves. In June 2008, high infestation
rates were observed on numerous Prunus padus in riparian sites in Upper Styria.

Dieback of Ash in Lower Austria - New Results

Thomas L. Cech

Dieback of ash (Fraxinus excelsior and F. angustifolia) was investigated on 50 forest plots within the scope of a project in
Lower Austria in 2007 and 2008. Relations between disease intensity and several features (stand factors and others) were
analysed with the following results: The disease was present on 47 of 50 investigation plots. The intensity was on average
below 30 % of the crown volume. The disease was more severe in the Western than in the Eastern part of the country.
Suppressed ashes showed a significant higher disease intensity than dominant trees, the same referring to thinned stands
compared to closed stands and female compared to male individua.
Investigations of the root systems of diseased and not diseased trees revealed a weaker developed system (both main roots
and fine roots) of the ashes showing dieback. Relations to common pathogens of ash (ash bark beetles, bacterial canker of
ash, ash mildew) were not proved, but on one site there was a high intensity of Armillaria-rhizomorphs in the root systems.
An additional screening of ozone-induced symptoms on leaves of ash showed a distinctly higher intensity of the discolouration
of ashes suffering from dieback than of trees without dieback.
Based on those results and the fact, that the pathogen Chalara fraxinea has been confirmed meanwhile for many sites of ash
in Lower Austria, potential recommendations for the practice are discussed.

Is Chalara fraxinea the Causal Agent of Ash Dieback in Austria?

Thomas Kirisits, Michaela Matlakova, Susanne Mottinger-Kroupa and Erhard Halmschlager

In many parts of Europe including Austria, common ash, Fraxinus excelsior is presently affected by a new forest health
problem, known as ash dieback. Between June 2007 and July 2008 the presumable ash dieback pathogen, Chalara fraxinea
was found at 31 localities in Austria, including 16 localities in the Province of Lower Austria and five localities each in the
Provinces of Vienna, Upper Austria and Styria. In one case, the fungus was detected in a forest nursery. At 29 sites C.
fraxinea was isolated from F. excelsior, at one from narrow-leafed ash, Fraxinus angustifolia ssp. danubialis and, in a park in
Vienna, from weeping ash, Fraxinus excelsior ’Pendula’. Fungal isolations have shown that C. fraxinea is associated with early
symptoms of ash dieback. Moreover, the pathogenicity of this fungus to F. excelsior has been confirmed in presently ongoing
inoculation experiments. Based on previous research in other countries and our preliminary results from Austria, we suggest
that the presently occurring ash dieback in Europe is not a complex disease, but an infectious disease caused by C. fraxinea.

Situation of the Massaria-Disease of Plane in Vienna - First Monitoring-Results

Marion Keßler and Thomas L. Cech

In spring 2008 a diploma thesis on the spread and intensity of Massaria-disease of plane was conducted in large areas of
Vienna. A total of 344 plane-trees were examined. The infestation of thick branches up to 10 cm of diameter affected mainly
but not exclusively planes older than 40 years.

Monitoring of Wet Depositions on the Level II Plots 1996-2007



Stefan Smidt

A 12 year series of deposition measurement on the Level II plots showed a weak decrease of the mean nitrogen and sulphur
input. The annual variation depends not only from the ion concentrations but also from the annual precipitation amount. The
mean annual course of the N concentration and input showed a maximum in spring. Significant altitudinal trends of the inputs
were not found. Critical Loads were exceeded on the Plots at Mondsee and Hochhädrich which are characterized by high
annual precipitation amounts.
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