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Asian Longhorned Beetle to be Eradicated by More Rigorous Measures

Ute Hoyer-Tomiczek

Despite intensive monitoring and eradication measures, the Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) Anoplophora glabripennis, present
since 2001 in Braunau, could not be eradicated. In July 2008, a new eradication project has started with financial support of
the Provincial Government of Upper Austria. The duration of the project will be 3.5 years. Main tasks within this project will be
an intensive raster-monitoring in the whole city of Braunau, especially done by tree climbers, the creation of a tree register
map of all trees under public and private ownership with permanent marking, and preventive cutting in the surroundings of
ALB infested trees to prevent any further spread of the ALB.

First Report of Lecanosticta-disease of Pine from Austrian Forests

Thomas L. Cech and Hannes Krehan

Brownspot-disease of pines (Mycosphaerella dearnessii) was identified from pines in the town Hollenstein/Ybbs (Lower
Austria) in 1996. Annual surveys revealed a limitation of the disease to urban sites (garden trees, hedges). In August 2008,
the species was found for the first time inmixed forest stands adjacent to the town on Scots pines (Pinus sylvestris).
According to the quarantine-status of this pathogen phytosanitary measures are required by law. Chances of measures for
eradication of Mycosphaerella dearnessii are discussed.

Increase of the Occurrence of Beech Bark Beetles in Bavaria - Current Results of Swarming
Activity and Attack Behaviour Influenced by Air Temperature and Wood Moisture

Martina Muck

Climatic conditions of the last years had a favourable effect on the distribution and development of the usually not frequently
occurring Beech bark beetle (Taphrorychus bicolor Hrbst.) being fairly unimportant to forestry so far. The increased
population density of this pest since the drought of 2003 provided the opportunity to thoroughly investigate swarming activity
and attack behaviour with the aid of electronic weather stations in connection with pheromone traps. The results gave an
insight into the seasonal and diurnal flight behaviour of the Beech bark beetle. It was influenced by microclimatic conditions,
especially by air temperature. The insect flight activity is limited by a minimum air temperature of 14.0 °C. Wood moisture
measurements of infested and uninfested beech stems showed that the Beech bark beetle is able to colonize both green and
intense dried wood successfully. In the case of mass propagation this secondary pest is able to gain influence on the dieback
process of predisposed beech stands due to drought stress.

Beech Bark Beetle: Project at the Biosphärenpark Wienerwald

Gottfried Steyrer

Especially in the east of Austria, the appearance of European beech (Fagus sylvatica) forests steadily declined. Additionally to
worrying crown conditions especially in old stands, reports of an increasing Beech bark beetle population became more and
more. Due to wind damages in 2007 and 2008 the amount of beech wood being left in the forest was more than usual. In
cooperation with the Austrian Federal Forests (germ. abbr. ÖBf AG) and Biosphärenpark Wienerwald, a biosphere reserve in
the Vienna Woods west of Vienna, the questions, whether the populations of bark- and wood-boring bark beetles increases; if
they are of importance as a primary pest and what the situation in the unmanaged centre of the reserve is like, are the main
topics of the project.

Trypodendron laeve Eggers, 1939 - A Little-known Ambrosia Beetle

Heinz Bussler and Thomas Immler

Resulting from the unclarified status and faulty synonymy of several species of the genus Trypodendron, the existence of a
further ambrosia beetle in Europe has been widely ignored or overlooked inmany studies on forest entomology. Trypodendron
laeve Eggers was first found in Austria in 1982. Several further records connected with imported conifer timber from Russia
led to the view that this species has been introduced to Central Europe and is not native here. Records from the Bavarian
Alps, the Bavarian Forest National Park and the Sumava National Park now suggest that this is a widely distributed, native,
but mostly unrecognized boreo-montane species.

Enhanced Occurrence of Gall Wasps in Austria

Bernhard Perny

A lot of inquiries about galls on oak trees were the main reason for this article. Surveys made in 2008 showed a high diversity
and an amazing density of galls regionally. Taxonomically, the Cynipids belong to the Aculeata (stinging wasps). Most of them



induce the growth of very differently shaped galls on plant tissue (leaves, fruits, etc.) by emitting some irritant. Those galls
provide nutrition, home and partly protection of enemies for the developing larvae. Although they are often flashy and
abundant in masses, their economic significance is rather low.

Forest Cockchafer at the Bavarian Lower Main

Thomas Immler and Heinz Bussler

For approximately 30 years a successive rise of the population of Melolontha hippocastani F. has been observed in Germany,
taking place especially in the vicinity of the river Rhine between Karlsruhe and Frankfurt/Hanau (Kovac 1998, Brückner and
Willig 1999, Schröter 2000, Delb 2004, Zimmermann 2004). The appearance of Melolontha hippocastani in the region of
Hanau-Alzenau (Immler 2008) is probably due to an areal extension of this species. The spreading and flight of Melolontha in
the western part of the Bavarian-Hessian border was documented already as early as 1957. However, there was no
overlapping with the Bavarian and Hessian state forests (Gersdorf 1958, Zimmermann 2004). Because of the menace of mass
gradation of the Melolontha hippocastani test excavations were carried out by the Bavarian State Institute of Forestry (LWF,
Freising) to get more information about the density of the larvae. In spring 2008 followed a survey about the damages on
natural regeneration in stands. A documentation about beetles’ hatching, swarming and feeding has been carried out from
April to June 2008.

Unusual Occurrence of Insects Recently

Bernhard Perny

The spreading of the leaf footed bug, Leptoglossus occidentalis, Western Conifer Seed Bug, over Austria has continued
becoming a concern especially in autumn. Measures to keep them away from houses are suggested. The possibility to be
mixed up with its close relative Leptoglossus corculus, Leaf-footed Pine Seed Bug, and its potential impact on Austrian forests
are discussed.
Two small weevils, Cionius scrophulariae and Gymnetron ludyi were responsible for severe damage on young shoots of
Buddleja sp. in spring 2007. The yellow flowering species Buddleja globosa was not infested by the beetles.

Multicoloured Asian Lady Beetle: Another Hostelry Searcher

Gottfried Steyrer

The Multicoloured Asian Lady Beetle, Harmonia axyridis (Pallas), was introduced also in Europe as a biological control agent
against aphids towards the end of last century. Since a few years the beetle increasingly spreads and is also being noticed in
Austria especially in autumn on buildings where it is trying to find places to hibernate. Appearing in large numbers this
invasive and multicoloured species seriously competes with the native Ladybirds.

Bark Beetles on Douglas Fir

Manuel Völkl

Within an diploma thesis, which was carried out at the HBLA Bruck/Mur in 2007, pathogens on Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga
menziesii) were assessed. Trap trees as well as standing trees were used for the investigation. Against all expectations the
usual suspects like the Six dentated bark beetle (Pityogenes chalcographus) did not seem to be of any problem for Douglas fir
but the lesser known Fir bark beetle (Pityophthorus pityographus) was.

New Cases of Plane Bark Disease

Thomas L. Cech

Plane bark disease, previously reported from Lower Austria as a rare phenomenon, was observed in Vienna in 2008 on several
urban trees. The phenomenon, which is probably a consequence of a combination of stress factors, results in wilting and
death of large trees within a few months.

First Report of the Ash Dieback Pathogen Chalara fraxinea from Carinthia

Thomas Kirisits

The ash dieback pathogen Chalara fraxinea is reported for the first time from the Austrian province Carinthia. In August 2008
it was isolated at three localities from young Fraxinus excelsior trees showing early symptoms of disease. Disease inspections
at two sites revealed that flowering ash (Fraxinus ornus) has not been affected by ash dieback so far. Previous surveys and
the detection of C. fraxinea in Carinthia have confirmed that this pathogenic fungus is widespread in Austria. Although
incidence and severity of ash dieback are presently low in Southern Carinthia, the importance of this new forest health
problem may increase in Austria’s most southern province in the future.

Online Lexicon of Forest-Damaging Air Pollutants



Stefan Smidt

The Online "Lexicon of Forest-Damaging Air Pollutants" offers more than 2300 keywords including the English translation of
keywords. Sources and effects of air pollutants on vegetation are described. More than 200 tables and many figures are
included.
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